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Descartes in connection with the famous experiment to prove the 
pressure of the air. The treatise De I'esprit geometrique is not to be 
dated 1658 (as Brunschvicg), nor early in 1655 (as Strowski), but 
Sept.-Nov. 1654, prior to the ecstatic night of the second conversion, 
Nov. 23 (as Cassirer) ; if this dating be correct, it leads to a valuable 
addition to our knowledge of the intellectual antecedents of Pascal's 
conversion. Bornhausen subjects the so-called ' ' amulet " to a search- 
ing and sympathetic analysis ; its last three lines with their reference 
to "Total submission to Jesus Christ and to my director" he regards 
as genuine, but not a product of the experience of the conversion 
night. 

Philosophically most significant is the treatment of Pascal's 
"esprit de finesse" and "coeur" (pp. 77, 250 ff.). Bornhausen 
undertakes to defend Pascal against the charge of being a theologian 
of feeling, or a dualist in whom heart and head are separated, as in 
Jacobi. The heart, which has reasons that the reason does not know, 
is not far different from what Descartes meant by intuition. Now, 
' ' for Descartes, intuition was an intellectual process, immediate per- 
ception of the intellect without the aid of judgment. ' ' Thus Pascal 
says that "the heart feels tridimensional space." To identify 
"heart" with "Gefiihlskraft" is misleading. It is rather a source 
of spiritual certainty analogous to the method of the understanding. 
"What Rousseau later designates 'sentiment,' what appears in Berg- 
son and the modern nature-mysticism as intuition is much vaguer 
than what Pascal understands by 'coeur'!" This interpretation of 
Pascal is sufficiently important to have been worthy of a fuller and 
more explicit discussion than it received. 

The book gives a picture of the personality and life of Pascal 
that no student of the thought of the 17th century can well overlook. 

Edgar S. Beightman 
Boston University 

Beauty and the Beast, an Essay in Evolutionary Esthetic. Stewart 
A. McDowall. Cambridge University Press. 1920. Pp. 93. 
This book is written with the intention of making an emendation 
to Croce's theory of esthetic. Croce's view is accepted on the whole, 
but Mr. McDowall feels that Croce's "intuition" is left unexplained 
with the consequence that Croce's whole theory and definition of 
beauty are left hanging in the air. Mr. McDowall undertakes to 
build a foundation for Croce's system, and he does this by postulat- 
ing a personal God and explaining the intuition as the consciousness 
of relation ultimately with God. This consciousness of relation is 
Love. It has its origin in the sex instinct, but is not to be thought 
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explained by the sex instinct, since that would be committing the 
fallacy of considering things explained by their origin. 

In the reviewer's opinion, Mr. McDowall's proposed amendment 
is hardly an improvement upon Croce's rounded theory. It savors 
of the missionary spirit, and there are some of us who prefer the 
unconverted pagan. 

S. C. Pepper. 

University op California. 
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